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The anncuncement in the Neue Zeitung of 27 January 1949 that “the formation
" a SED Volitiliro is a camouflaged rostriciion of the influence of Walter
Wibricht, who has hitherto been a deelaive factor in the formulation of

Goyman Communist poliey in the Eastorn Zons® 13 false. With tho establish-
rant of the Polithlire, Ulbricht has rained a elear advantame over Crotswohl

and the influence hitherto wielded by him.

This may be conpidered Ulbrichtis

socond victory in the party leadership within a short period and has congid-
arubly eased his path to the position of Seeretary-General, His first vie-
tory wms fained over Anton Ackermann when, in connsction with the Tito-Comine
Yorm split, he forced Ackermann to recant his theory of the "German road to

aoeialigm®.

2, The composition of the Politbilro supports the thesls of Ulbricht's ineroased
influence, Franz Dehlem and Paul llerker rmay be deserihed as unconditional

adherents of the party.

Opportunism forces Helmut Lehmann and Karl Stein-

hoff to follow them. Uhether Ackermann, a personal opponent of Ulbricht, will
dare, aftor his previous defeat,’ to cross Ulbricht’s path remains an opsn
question. Under these eircumstances, Grotewohl®s opsn defense of Ackermann
at the confeorence is of special interest; 3t exposes Grotewohlis efforts to

maintain hie Influence.

Pleck 111 in any event play the part <f mediator.

A% worst, he will not be embarrassed for lack of arguments to bring about an
urderstanding betisen Grotewohl and Ulbricht. .

s. #2 far as Friedrich Ebert is coneerned, his present importance o the SED rests
2nly in his pase. In the Central Seeretariat he is still an unknown quantity.
since Max Fechnorfs political rolesation, Ebert hasz becn regarded as the prob-
anle successor to the office of Second Chairman. le is very ambitious tut not
greatly valued In the Contral Seerstariat. Bbert 1s o be regarded eatirely as
- factor in Grotewshl's favor, provided that he sueceeds in carrying out his
funetion of Oberblirgermeister of Borlin without loss of political prestige,

wnich 1s not very likely,
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4.  The result of theso aligmments is that Grotewohl's influonea in the leader—
ship of the SED now rosts on a still ieaker foundation. It rmst be gravely
doubted whether his rhetorieal g2ifts vill suffies in the long run to cowe
ponsate for his over more obwious deficienciss within the party, and to hal-
anee the loss of confidenee in him among the many hundreds of thousands of
former Social Demoerats in the SED because of his pro-Soviet poliecy. In op-
position to him stands Ulbricht with his satellites and his undeniably bette
connections writh the Soviets., There can be 1ittle doubt of the outcoms of
this internal strugnle within the rarty. '
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